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that the Christian clergy, like the Jewish of
old, has a right to tithe. It was a moral
duty to pay tithe of all gain, even of plunder
taken in war ; Abraham had set an example
here. But the poor also had obvious claim
upon funds that were given as a matter of
religious duty; and in the Roman Empire,
where each diocese was centralized under a
bishop, he was the natural trustee for sums
contributed to either purpose. In the empire
of the Franks, which succeeded the Roman,
religious pressure became more and more
emphatic, but still the obligation long re-
mained a moral one. But tithe came to mean
more precisely tithe upon land when Frankish
kings in the sixth and seventh centuries
formed the habit of granting a tenth of the
produce of parts of their dominions to bishops
and religious houses. One of the chief sources
of State revenue under the Roman Empire
and its Frankish successor had been this tax
of a tenth, and now in places it fell to the
Church, or rather to particular churches.
Then, in 765, a general law was made by
Pepin the Short, a Frankish king, that this
whole tax should in future be an ecclesiastical
revenue. This was in recompense for a
wholesale seizure of Church lands which his
father had perpetrated. From this time